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________

Mr. Chair, Delegates, Mr. Secretary for Multidimensional Security,

It is a great honor for me to take the floor at this First Conference of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.
As a permanent observer, France would like to share its own experience in this area with the states parties to this important inter-American convention, which completes the international system on transparency in conventional weapons acquisitions.  Indeed, France plays an active role in this field and has acquired a certain expertise within the group of governmental experts that reviews the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms
Whenever the matter of transparency in conventional arms transfers is raised, generally the first reference made is to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, and I won't depart from this rule.

As you know, the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, established in 1992, is a compilation of information that the states voluntarily provide on transfers to other states of seven categories of major arms (battle tanks, armored combat vehicles, large-caliber artillery systems, combat aircraft, attack helicopters, warships, and missiles and missile launchers).  These data are publicly accessible, in particular on the United Nations Website.
The Register is therefore a politically binding instrument, which some 100 states undertake to comply with every year and which, in the area of transparency in conventional arms transfers, is the universal instrument that is unquestionably the most acceptable to the entire international community.  Moreover, in the context of deliberations on the draft treaty on the arms trade, it has been cited by a large number of states as a possible benchmark for the scope of this treaty, with the addition of small arms and light weapons.
The Register is a living instrument that has been improved on over time.  Resolution 46/36L, of December 1991, which established this mechanism, actually provided for meetings of experts every three years to assess the operation of the Register and to propose possible changes and amendments to it.
After several years of impasse, the 2003 and 2006 meetings made it possible to expand the existing categories of arms.  The artillery caliber was reduced to 75 mm and vessel tonnage to 500 tons, Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS) were added to the missiles, and an optional category on the transfer of light weapons was established.
Following these two successful exercises, the main objective of the sixth cycle of meetings, in 2009, in which France once again participated, was the creation of an eighth compulsory category, one on light arms, in the United Nations Register.  Unfortunately, it was not possible to reach a consensus even though a compromise solution had been found.
The failure of the 2009 group of experts, after the significant achievements of the 2003 and 2006 meetings, made it impossible to send a new positive signal regarding either transparency in conventional arms transfers or the definition of the scope of the treaty on the arms trade.
France will continue to support the inclusion of small arms and light weapons (SALW) as a separate category in the Register.  It will also pursue its efforts to achieve universalization of the Register, so that the participation of states will continue to expand and the transparency of the data provided by states and their means of presenting them will continue to improve.  Of course, states will have to be allowed some margin of judgment regarding the provision of data they deem to be sensitive.
Mr. Chair,
Several regional instruments also promote transparency in arms transfers. 

In particular, I would like to refer to the transparency obligations established in the European context.  Indeed, since 1998, the European Union has had a Code of Conduct, which defines eight criteria for arms exports, including respect for human rights, regional stability, and the risk of diversion.  It set up the Council Working Party on Conventional Arms Exports (COARM), a forum for dialogue among the member states.  In December 2008, the Code of Conduct became legally binding upon its adoption as a Common Position by the European Union.

The Code of Conduct makes it mandatory to draft a European Union annual report, which, as decided by the Council, has been issued publically since 1999.  Transparency is further buttressed by the obligation on states to consult one another before granting a license denied by another member state for an essential identical transaction within the last three years.

Reference should also be made to the 1996 Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies, which is a multilateral arms control system established by some 40 states to coordinate their policies on the export of conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies.  Under this system, states are bound to notify arms transfers. 

Finally, the Organization for Co-operation and Security in Europe has a number of confidence and transparency measures in place, but exclusively for internal use, which is consistent with the foremost objectives of the OSCE, namely to strengthen cooperation in the security area.  This mechanism emphasizes that the corollary of transparency is confidence among states, which transparency helps to enhance.

Mr. Chair,

As we have seen, transparency in arms transfers can be fostered through international or regional instruments, but above all it rests on the resolve of the states, in the exercise of their sovereignty.
Likewise, it should also be pointed out that a number of states have also decided to publish a public annual report on their arms exports.  In France, a report on arms exports has been submitted to Parliament every year since 2003.  It contains detailed annexes, indicating, for example, the amount of export authorizations by country and a detailed list of orders received by types of materials.
Mr. Chair,

France is truly appreciative of the efforts of the OAS in the realm of transparency in conventional arms acquisitions and takes this opportunity to commend the member states for their concern about enhancing the effectiveness and the performance of the Convention.  Indeed, transparency in arms acquisitions, expansion of the scope of the related conventions, and their sound implementation are basic factors in achieving a world that is more secure and more just.

Thank you.
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